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SUB J : GOM REACTS AGAINST DAR NEWS ARTICLE 

1. SUMMARY: MINOR FUROR ERUPTED IN MALAWI PARLIAMENT MAR 21 
OVER DAR DAILY NEWS ARTICLE FEB 28. GOM INTERPRETS ARTICLE, 

WHICH FOLLOWED RECENT GOM MINISTERIAL DELEGATION VISIT DAR, 

AS IMPLYING MALAWI DELINQUENT IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND THEREFORE 
DESIROUS OF STUDYING UJAMAA SYSTEM. STRONG REACTION OF 
GOM MINISTERS MAY CAUSE TEMPORARY PAUSE IN PROCESS OF IMPRO- 
VING RELATIONS BETWEEN MALAWI AND TANZANIA. END SUMMARY. 

2. IN MALAWI PARLIAMENT MAR 21 FINANCE MINISTER MATENIE 
TOOK STRONG CATEGORICAL EXCEPTION TO DAR DAILY NEWS ARTICLE 
ENTITLED "MALAWI PLANS BETTER STANDARDS OF LIVING FOR RURAL AREAS." 
MINISTER SAID WORDS "MALAWI PLANS" INDICATED NOTHING HAD 

BEEN DONE IN RURAL DEVELOPMENT SINCE 1964 AND IMPLIED MALAWI 
DEL HAD COME TO LEARN FROM TANZANIAN SYSTEM. ON CONTRARY, 
MATENJE INSISTED, IT WAS TANZANIANS WHO HAVE BEEN COMING TO 
MALAWI TO LEARN. MINISTER FOR YOUTH CHAKUAMBA PHIRI DESCRIBED 
ARTICLE AS "INSULT" TO MALAWI INTEGRITY AND STRESSED MALAWI 
HAS ABSOLUTELY NOTHING TO LEARN FROM TANZANIAN EXAMPLE. 
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OF VILLAGER AND SELF-SUFFICIENCY IN AGRICULTURE TO POINT OF 
EXPORTING SURPLUSES. CHAKUAMBA, DEPICTING ARTICLE'S AUTHOR 
(SIMEON ILETA) AS "COMMUNIST-ORIENTED," FURTHER STATED THAT 
IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH NEIGHBORS DOES NOT MEAN MALAWI HAS 
CHANGED FOREIGN POLICY TOWARD SOUTH AFRICA, MOZAMBIQUE AND 
RHODESIA. SEVERAL OTHER MINISTERS ROSE TO VOICE SIMILAR THEMES 
INCLUDING MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO GADAMA WHO STATED 
MALAWI DOES NOT BELIEVE IN SOCIALIST POLICIES AND HAS NEVER 
STATED SO AT ANY TIME. FULL COVERAGE OF DEBATE CARRIED IN 
BLANTYRE DAILY TIMES MAR 22. 

3. MINISTER FOR SOUTHERN REGION CHIWANDA GAMA IN CONVERSA- 
TION WITH AMBASSADOR MAR 21 EMPHASIZED IRRITATION OF GOM OVER 
DAR ARTICLE. 

4. COMMENT: OBVIOUSLY COORDINATED PARLIAMENTARY REACTION 
INDICATES PRESIDENT BANDA PROBABLY TOOK PERSONAL EXCEPTION 
TO ARTICLE AND INSISTED MINISTERS PUBLICLY PUT THINGS STRAIGHT. 
MALAWI IS PROUD OF OWN RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND SENSITIVE TO ANY 
IMPLICATION HOWEVER FARFETCHED IT MAY CONSIDER EMULATING 
TANZANIA'S SOCIALIST APPROACH ON FOREIGN POLICIES. WHILE WE 
DOUBT ISSUE WILL PROVIDE MORE THAN TEMPORARY PAUSE IN PROCESS 
OF IMPROVING MALAWI-TANZANIA RELATIONS, EPISODE UNDERLINES 
EXTENT TO WHICH STATE OF IMPROVEMENT IS STILL FRAGILE. 
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